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AUSTRALIA  HAS  RECORD 
TOBACCO  CROP 

Australia's  1959  tobacco  crop  is  now  estimated  at  ik.Q  million  pounds, 
an  alltime  record.    This  estimate  is  an  upward  revision  of  earlier  estimates. 
Australia  produces  flue-cured  tobacco  and  prices  are  reportedly  satisfactory. 
The  average  price  for  the  large  quantity  of  leaf  already  sold  at  the  Mareeba, 
Queensland,  auctions  was  the  equivalent  of  U.  S.  $1.28  per  pound,  but  slick 
types  from  the  Burdekin  area  were  $1.08. 

Manufacturers  must  now  use  15 • 5  percent  of  domestic  leaf  in  cigarettes 
and  16.5  percent  in  smoking  mixtures  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  reduction 
of  Is.  6d.  per  pound  import  duty  on  foreign  leaf.  On  July  1,  1959;  "the  mix- 
ing requirement  (for  securing  duty  reduction)  is  scheduled  to  increase  to  22 
and  22.5  percent,  respectively.  Further  increases  to  28.5  percent  for  ciga- 
rettes and  2k. 5  percent  for  smoking  tobaccos  are  scheduled  to  go  into  effect 
July  1,  I960. 

PHILIPPINE  TOBACCO  EXPORTS, 
IMPORTS  UP  IN  1958 

Philippine  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  rose  substantially  in  1958; 
totaling  31*2  million  pounds,  compared  with  23.8  million  in  1957* 

Exports  to  the  United  States  in  195^  were  12.9  million  pounds,  compared 
with  5»3  million  a  year  earlier.    Spain,  usually  the  top-ranking  market  for 
Philippine  leaf,  ranked  second  last  year.    It  purchased  12.6  million  pounds. 
Other  important  outlets  in  195^  included  West  Germany,  3«*+  million  pounds, 
and  Belgium  702,000  pounds.    Lesser  quantities  went  to  the  Netherlands  and 
French  African  areas . 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  also  showed  a  sharp  gain  in  1958, 
amounting  to  ^.k  million  pounds,  in  contrast  to  only  5^,000  pounds  in  1957* 
Practically  all  the  imports  last  year  were  from  the  United  States --mainly 
flue-cured,  with  lesser  amounts  of  Bur ley  and  cigar  wrapper. 

CANADA  GROWS  MORE  FLUE-CURED  TOBACCO 

The  latest  official  estimate  places  Canada's  195&  tobacco  crop  at  203 
million  pounds,  compared  with  I65  million  in  1957 •    Flue -cured  tobacco  pro- 
duction in  1958,  at  about  188  million  pounds,  was  2k  percent  larger  than  in 
1957.    The  Burley  crop  also  was  larger--11.2  million,  compared  with  8.1  mil- 
lion.   Production  of  other  types — dark,  cigar,  and  pipe--was  a  little  lower 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

As  of  May  1,  the  Ontario  Flue-cured  Tobacco  Growers'  Marketing  Board  re- 
ported sales  at  nearly  170  million  pounds  for  an  average  price  equivalent  to 
U.S.  ^9^5  cents  per  pound.    As  of  that  date,  there  were  indications  that  not 
more  than  175  million  pounds  of  Ontario's  total  flue-cured  crop  (l82  million) 
would  be  marketed,  because  of  difficulties  in  disposing  of  some  of  the  low- 
quality  leaf. 


k 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  78,  No.  22 


DANISH  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
DROP  SLIGHTLY 

Denmark's  duty-paid  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  195$  totaled 
2^.8  million  pounds --about  2  percent  less  than  in  1957* 

Imports  from  the  United  States,  at  12.0  million  pounds  last  year — were 
1.1  million  below  those  for  1957 •    The  U.  S.  share  in  the  Danish  tobacco 
market  in  1958  declined  to  kQ.6  percent  from  52.0  percent  the  previous  year. 
Members  of  the  tobacco  trade  in  Denmark  say  that  higher  prices  for  U.  S.  leaf 
are  causing  them  to  seek  supplies  elsewhere. 

Imports  from  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  India,  and  Canada 
rose  considerably  in  1958.    The  total  from  these  3  countries  was  3. 3  million 
pounds  (mainly  flue-cured)  compared  with  2.3  million  in  1957*    Purchases  from 
Indonesia  were  up  substantially,  while  those  from  Brazil,  another  major  sup- 
plier, dropped. 

Average  prices  per  pound  paid  to  various  suppliers  in  1958,  in  terms  of 
U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  were:    United  States,  76.8;  Rhodesias -Nyasaland,  l+7»5> 
India,  51«5j  Canada,  6k. 1;  and  Brazil,  ^3*9  cents. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED :    Denmark,  duty-paid  imports  by 
country  of  origin,  1956-58 


Country  of  origin  1956 

:  1957 

:  1958 

:  1,000  pounds 

• 

;  1,000  pounds 

13,121 
158 
5,^08  i 

:             171  • 
2614 

67  : 
:          3,112  ■ 

:  390 
:         1,838  : 

6qk 

,  1,000  pounds 

12,027 
:  260 
4,056 
2k6 

k3Q 

161* 

:  3,881 

2,581 
6lS 

•  1 

Total                              :  27,797 

25,223 

:  24,772 

• 

52.0 

j         .  kQ.6 

Source:    Danish  Statistical  Department. 


RHODES IAN  FLUE -CURED  SALES 

Sales  of  Rhodesian  flue-cured  tobacco  on  the  Salisbury  auctions  totaled 
37.3  million  pounds  through  April  30.  The  average  price  wad  equivalent  to  U.S. 
29.5  cents  per  pound.    For  the  comparable  period  a  year  ago,  26.9  million 
pounds  had  been  sold  at  an  average  price  equivalent  to  U.S.  36.6  cents. 
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Most  of  the  Rhodesian  offerings  to  date  this  year  were  low-quality  lug  and 
priming  grades,  along  with  considerable  nondescript.    Average  prices  are  expected 
to  firm  up  substantially  as  better-quality  leaf  is  offered  and  U.  K.  buyers  enter 
the  market  on  a  larger  scale. 


WEST  GERMAN  HOG  NUMBERS  DROP 


Hog  numbers  in  West  Germany,  at  13.689,700  on  March  3>  1959  >  were  5  percent 
below  a  year  earlier.    This  drop  is  further  indication  that  West  German  hog 
numbers  have  entered  a  cyclical  down  swing  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
February  16,  1959)*    Hog  numbers  and  pork  production  during  1959  a^e  expected  to 
fall  below  1958  levels. 


Due  to  increased  U.  S.  production  and  competitive  prices,  imports  of  U.  S. 
lard  and  pork  variety  meats  are  expected  to  increase  significantly  during  the 
remainder  of  1959  a-n(i  to  remain  high  during  i960. 


DOMINION  WOOL  PRICES  UP 
SHARPLY  IN  APRIL 


Dominion  wool  prices,  which  have  been  improving  since  mid- January,  gained 
momentum  in  March  and  April. 

Average  prices  at  auction  centers  in  April  were  about  15  to  20  percent 
above  March  levels,  and,  except  for  the  finer  types,  were  above  April  1958. 
This  was  one  of  the  sharpest  price  rises  for  a  single  month  since  the  Korean 
War.    The  rise  is  chiefly  attributed  to  stepped-up  demand  in  the  principal  wool- 
consuming  countries  following  the  1957-58  recession.    The  approaching  close  of 
the  selling  season  and  resumption  of  Soviet  buying  in  Australia  may  also  have 
been  contributing  factors. 

There  was  a  slight  retreat  in  wool  prices  in  early  May  in  reaction  to  the 
very  sharp  rise  in  April. 

WOOL:    Clean  cost  per  pound,  c.i.f.  United  Kingdom,  based  on  auction 
sales  in  the  Dominions  and  London,  specified  dates 


Quality  ', 

1958  ; 

1959 

April  ', 

December ] 

January  \ 

February] 

March 

April 

'U.S.  dol/ 

U.S.  dol.: 

U.S.  dol.! 

U.S.  dol. 

:U.S.  dol. 

U.S.  dol. 

70 1  s  

1.21 

!        .92  5 

.91  ! 

•  93  ' 

:  .96 

:  1.15 

6k1  s  

1.10 

.86  : 

:     .85  : 

.90  : 

.92 

:  1.05 

60' s  

:  1.03 

:     .81  ! 

.79  ! 

:     .Qk  • 

!  .86 

:  1.03 

58's  

:  .96 

:     .78  ! 

•77  : 

:     .81  : 

:  .82 

:  .97 

56's  

:  .82 

:     .77  ! 

'     .77  : 

•  .77 

:  .77 

:  .86 

50's  

:  .67 

:     .65  : 

:     .65  • 

:  .69 

:  .69 

:  .79 

i+8's  

:  .62 

:  .6k 

:  .6k 

:  .67 

i  .67 

:  .77 

h6 » s  

:  .61 

:  .63 

:  .63 

:  .63 

:  .65 

:  .76 

New  Zealand  Wool  Commission  (London  Agency). 


Source 
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AUSTRALIAN  BEEF  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.  S.  IN  APRIL 

Four  vessels  sailed  from  Australia  for  the  United  States  in  the  last  half 
of  April  with  3,333>080  pounds  of  frozen  beef.    The  Or cades  and  American  For- 
warder sailed  in  mid-April  with  604,800  pounds  for  the  West  Coast  and  777,280 
pounds  for  the  East  Coast.    The  Monterey  and  City  of  Edinburgh  sailed  at  the 
end  of  April  with  504,000  pounds  for  the  West  Coast  and  1,447,000  pounds  for 
the  East  Coast. 

U.  S.  LIVESTOCK  PRODUCT  EXPORTS 
TO  WEST  GERMANY  DECLINE  IN  1958 

West  German  imports  of  meat  and  livestock  products  from  the  United  States 
during  1958  were  valued  at  $35-6  million,  down  20  percent  from  1957  shipments. 

The  largest  percentage  drop  in  imports  was  in  edible  animal  fats  and  oils. 
The  reduction  of  large  beginning  fat  stocks  during  1958  and  a  decrease  in  fat 
consumption  resulted  in  lower  oil  purchases. 

While  total  imports  of  livestock  products  and  meat  increased,  imports  of 
these  products  from  the  United  States  decreased  as  lower  prices  made  it  pos- 
sible for  European  suppliers  to  increase  their  share  of  this  market. 


MEAT  AND  LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS:  West  Germany  (incl.  West  Berlin),  imports  from 
 the  United  States,  1957  and  1958,  with  percentage  change  


Item 

;  1957 

:  1958 

[  Change 

:    Mil.  dol. 

:    Mil.  dol. 

Percent 

\  iQ.h 

-17.1 

:       11.7  : 

:  -7.1 

Edible  animal  fats  and  oils . 

:        5-5  : 

-^3.3 

• 

:       35.6  | 

-20.0 

Source:    Per  Aussenhandel  Per  Bundesrepublik  Deutschland. 


U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  SAUSAGE  CASINGS 
UP  IN  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  1959 

U.  S.  exports  of  hog  casings  in  the  first  quarter  of  1959  were  up  17  per- 
cent from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier  as  a  result  of  larger  supplies  and 
lower  prices.    Shipments  of  other  animal  casings,  mainly  beef,  increased  k  per- 
cent from  a  year  earlier. 

Shipments  of  hog  casings  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Netherlands,  New  Zealand, 
and  West  Germany  increased  sharply,  but  there  was  a  drop  in  exports  to  Australia. 
Exports  of  other  animal  casings  to  all  of  the  principal  destinations  except 
Norway  increased  slightly. 


June  1,  1959 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


7 


SAUSAGE  CASINGS,  NATURAL:    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination,  annual 
1956-58,  and  January-March  1958  and  1959 


Country  of 
destination 


Annual 


1956 


1957 


1958 


J  anuary-Kar ch 


1958 


1959 


Increase 
decrease 
1959 


or 
(-) 


1,000 
pounds 


Hog  casings: 

Canada  

Cuba  

United  Kingdom.... 

Netherlands  

Belgium  

Germany,  West..... 

Switzerland  

Spain  

Union  of  So.  Africa 

Australia  

New  Zealand  

Other  


Total. 


Other  animal  casings  !k/~ 

Canada  : 

Cuba  : 

Sweden  • : 

Norway.  «•  •  •  : 

Denmark  

United  Kingdom  : 

Netherlands  : 

Belgium  •: 

Germany,  West.......: 

Switzerland  : 


spam. 
Other, 


Total. 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1/  Casings -not  elsewhere  classified,  mainly  beef, 


1,000 

pounds 


12U  : 

88  : 

23  : 

It  : 

18 

lit 

37  : 

6  : 

6  : 

-  6 

3,125  I 

2,617  : 

3,106  : 

218  : 

80U  ! 

586 

U17  : 

852  : 

650  : 

129  ! 

217  : 

:  88 

602  : 

650  : 

5U5  : 

lOii  : 

158  : 

5U 

958  : 

1,00U  : 

769  : 

15U  : 

25U  : 

70 

275  : 

336  : 

207  : 

87  j 

56  i 

-31 

572  : 

:         620  : 

63U  : 

105  : 

29  ! 

-76 

3U6  : 

371  : 

Ull  : 

70  : 

120 

t  50 

208  ; 

935  : 

1,061  ' 

5U6 

:         U60  : 

262 

:  -198 

610  j 

633  : 

13U 

:  226 

:  92 

102  : 

259  : 

321 

:         lil4l  : 

:  121 

:  -320 

7,339  ' 

8,402 

;  8,279 

!  l,9u2 

;  2,265 

323 

266 

:  361 

:  303 

!      59  • 

:  77 

:  18 

138 

:  182 

:  133 

:  26 

:  21 

t        -  5 

87 

:  59 

:  29 

:  1 

:  16 

:  15 

919 

:  77U 

:  761 

:  200 

:  52 

:  -U48 

U8 

:  U5 

56 

1  3 

:  17 

:  1U 

186 

:  178 

:  151 

:  50 

:  37 

:  -13 

1,586 

t  1,2U3 

:  320 

:  36 

:  93 

:  57 

528 

:  579 

:  198 

:  37 

t  25 

:  -12 

2,769 

:  2,511 

:  1,650 

:  UU2 

:  U76 

:  3U 

1,733 

:  1,63U 

:  1,199 
:  3,063 

:  267 

:  295 

:  28 

2,h68 

:  2,39U 
150 

:  327 

:  U02 

:  75 

103 

2U5 

:  73 

:  73 

:  0 

10,881 

:  10,110 

:  8,U08 

:  1,521 

:  1,58U 

63 

Source:    U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census. 
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NEW  SUPPORT  PRICES  SET  FOR 
CATTLE  AND  LAMBS  IN  CANADA 

Canada's  new  mandatory  support  price  for  good-grade  steers  at  Toronto 
has  "been  set  at  $17. 80  per  100  pounds,  live  weight ,  up  30  cents  from  1958. 
The  price  support  of  good  grade  lambs  at  Toronto  remains  at  $19.55  per 
100  pounds,  live  weight. 

The  basis  for  these  prices  is  80  percent  of  the  price  average  for  the 
preceding  10  years. 

Good  grades  of  both  steers  and  lambs  are  now  selling  on  the  free  mar- 
ket at  Toronto  for  $25.00  per  100  pounds ,  live  weight. 

BRITISH  HONDURAS  LOOKS  FORWARD 
TO  FIRST  CACAO  CROP 

British  Honduras  expects  to  harvest  its  first  cacao  crop  within  the 
next  2  years.    Plantings  are  now  believed  to  total  about  600  acres,  and 
expansion  is  continuing. 

COLOMBIAN  COFFEE  EXPORTS  UP 

Exports  of  coffee  from  Colombia  in  the  first  7  months  (October-April) 
of  the  1958-59  marketing  year  were  nearly  a  half -million  bags  above  exports 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  1957-58.     Coffee  exports  from  October  1, 
1958,  through  April  30,  1959  amounted  to  3,3^1+, 000  bags. 

YUGOSLAVIA  PLANS  TO 
PRODUCE  MORE  SUGAR 

Yugoslav  sugar  mills  now  have  an  aggregate  capacity  to  produce  about 
250,000  metric  tons  (275^000  short  tons)  annually.    This  is  less  than  the 
approximate  level  of  consumption  of  about  300,000  metric  tons  (330,000 
short  tons).    The  difference  between  consumption  and  production  must  be 
covered  by  imports. 

Since  imports  are  a  drain  on  the  country's  foreign  exchange,  plans 
are  being  made  to  build  additional  sugar  mills.    According  to  the  local 
press,  the  Federal  Executive  Council  has  agreed  to  construction  of  new 
mills,  for  completion  by  1961  which  will  add  a  daily  beet-processing 
capacity  of  8,500  metric  tons  (9>^-00  short  tons).    Assuming  a  processing 
season  of  100  days,,  sugar  output  of  those  new  mills  will  be  about 
100,000  metric  tons  (110,000  short  tons). 

This  amount  of  sugar  added  to  the  present  capacity  will  materially 
reduce  import  requirements.    To  take  care  of  rising  consumption,  construc- 
tion of  even  more  mills  in  the  I962-I966  period  is  being  considered. 
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CUBAN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 

The  Cuban  National  Association  of  Sugar  Cane  Growers  recently  announced 
that  this  season's  sugar  production  through  May  12  had  reached  5j291>732 
Spanish  long  tons  (approximately  6  million  short  tons). 

During  the  comparable  period  last  season,  production  was  5*^-13  >735 
Spanish  long  tons,  or  6.1  million  short  tons.    Some  mills  usually  continue 
grinding  until  about  July  1. 

SOUTH  KOREA  PLANS  TO 
EXPORT  REFINED  SUGAR 

The  Cheil  Sugar  Refinery  in  Pusan,  South  Korea,  plans  to  export  at  least 
$500,000  worth  of  refined  sugar  annually  to  Southeast  Asia.    To  facilitate 
this  project,  the  refinery  has  asked  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry  to 
waive  commodity  and  customs  taxes  on  sugar. 

South  Korea  does  not  grow  either  cane  or  sugar  beets,  but  does  refine 
raw  sugar  imported  from  the  Caribbean,  South  America,  and  the  Philippines. 

AUSTRALIAN  FRUIT  CANNERS  TO 
INCREASE  SYRUP  STRENGTH 

Syrup  strengths  in  both  Choice  and  Standard  grade  Australian  canned 
deciduous  fruits  are  to  be  increase  by  5  percent.    Standard  grade  labels  for 
next  season  will  bear  the  designation  "In  Heavy  Syrup"  and  Choice  grade  will 
be  labeled  "In  Extra  Heavy  Syrup." 

1959  AUSTRALIAN  CANNED  FRUIT  PACK 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  LESS  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Australia's  canned  deciduous  fruit  pack  for  the  1959  season  may  be 
around  1  million  cases  below  that  of  last  year,  judging  by  early  indications. 
Most  of  this  decline  will  be  in  canned  apricots  and  peaches ;  the  pear  pack  is 
expected  to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  canned  apricot  pack  is  expected  to  amount  to  about  ^50,000  cases, 
compared  with  nearly  900>000  cases  (No.  2-l/2  can  basis)  in  1958.    The  Australian 
Canned  Fruits  Board  estimates  that  the  1959  canned  peach  pack  will  approximate 
1.7  million  cases  (of  which  1.6  million  will  be  Clingstones).    In  1958;  2.3 
million  cases  of  peaches  were  packedj  2.0  million  cases  were  Clingstones. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  1959  season,  carryover  stocks  were  the  heaviest 
on  record.    About  1  million  cases--500,000  cases  of  which' were  of  export 
quality,  1958-pack  fruit- -were  held  by  processors  in  January. 
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British  trade  sources  report  the  following  May  1  comparative  prices  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  selected  canned  fruit  items  of  U.  S.  and  Commonwealth  origin: 

DECIDUOUS  FRUITS ,  CANNED:    L.d.p.  l/  United  Kingdom  prices  per  dozen  No.  2-§ 
cans,  choice  quality  U.  S.  and  Commonwealth  2/  fruit,  May  1,  1959 


Item 

•         United  States 

Commonwealth 

:    Dollars  per  dozen 

Dollars  per  dozen 

• 

!  3.^8 

:  h.kl 

:  3.83 

 :  5.09 

:  3.90 

3.55 

1/  Landed,  duty  paid.     2/  Australia  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 


The  above  comparisons  reflect  recent  reductions  in  Commonwealth  minimum 
price  schedules  for  canned  fruit,  as  well  as  higher  prices  for  some  items  of 
a  short  1958  California  pack. 


U.  K.  REDUCES  CANNED  MILK 
EXPORTS,  INCREASES  IMPORTS 

Because  of  reduced  milk  production  in  1958- -the  result  of  harsh,  cold 
winter  weather--the  United  Kingdom  had  to  cut  down  its  butter  and  cheese  output 
in  order  to  maintain  production  of  canned  milks.    Although  the  exportable  quan- 
tity of  canned  milks  decreased  sharply  in  the  first  quarter  of  1959  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier,  shipments  to  some  of  the  important 
markets  were  maintained  or  increased.    This  was  made  possible  partly  by  import- 
ing more  canned  milk. 

U.  K.  total  exports  of  canned  milk,  at  15.^  million  pounds  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1959 s  were  66  percent  of  first  quarter  1958  exports.    Shipments  of 
condensed  whole  milk  decreased  from  12.0  million  pounds  to  8.6  million  pounds -- 
mainly  because  of  smaller  shipments  to  Malaya,  Singapore,  North  Borneo,  and 
Trinidad.    Evaporated  whole  milk  exports  were  down  k-0  percent  to  6.6  million 
pounds,  following  reduced  sales  to  Malta,  Singapore,  Cyprus,  and  Gilbraltar. 
Among  major  importers  making  somewhat  heavier  purchases  in  this  quarter  were 
India,  Kenya,  Rhodesia,  and  West  Germany. 

Imports  of  all  types  of  canned  milk  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1959  were  considerably  above  comparable  1958,  rising  to  3«1  million 
pounds  from  930*000  pounds.     Imports  of  condensed  whole  milk  totaled  l.h  mil- 
lion pounds  during  January-March  1959*  of  which  1.2  million  pounds  came  from 
Denmark.    The  Netherlands  supplied  99^-; 000  pounds  of  the  l.k  million  pounds  of 
evaporated  whole  milk  imported  in  this  period.    More  than  half  of  the  212,000 
pounds  of  condensed  skim  milk  arriving  in  U.  K.  ports  in  the  first  quarter  came 
from  the  Netherlands. 


June  1,  1959 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


11 


WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES:    Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
(U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Butter 

Cheese 

Country,  market,  and 
description 

Quotations 

Quotations 

1  1959 

:  Cur- 

:  rent 

!  Month  ' 
earlier 

Year 
earlier 

\  1959 

Cur- 
:  rent 

Month  i 
!  earlier 

Year 
s earlier 

United  Kingdom  (London) 

New  Zealand,  finest  -- 

Australian  choicest— 
New  Zealand,  finest 

; Apr. 30 
:  Apr. 30 

s  36.2 
:  35.1 

:  36.2 
:  35.9 

:  25.8 
:  25.6 

.  

[Apr. 30 
{Apr. 30 

i Apr. 30 

I  36. h 
i  35.1 

I    36. ii 
:  35.8 

:  29.2 

:  18.9 
:  18.2 

28.2 

>    70  R 

Australian  choicest 

Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter— —  

[Apr. 30 

\  U8.5 

'>.    U8.5  i 

:  U6.7 

:  29.2 

Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 
Creamery  butter —  

:Apr.30  ' 

> 

I  51.8: 

I    5U.3  ! 

:  5U.8 

: Apr. 30 

■   "30  R 

1          R  ' 

Denmark  (Copenhagen)  

'  A  TIT-  0"i. 

>iipr .  c  j) 

'  39.6 

:    39.6  ! 

i  23.1 

[  _3U«u 

France  (Paris)  ! 

■Hay  2 

1  6U.9« 

70.5  i 

'  6U.U  • 

Germany  (Kempt en) 

Apr. 22 
: Apr. 30 

I  66.7 
!  59.0 

66.8  ! 

!      59.0  ! 

65.U 
58.8 

United  States  i 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y,)' 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin)—--, 

:  Apr. 30 

;  

:  —  j 
:  32. k 

■  , 

_______ 

:  33.0 

.  32.8 

Netherlands  (Leeuwarden)  i 
Creamery  butter  -; 

Full    PTPflm  frniiHa ________ • 

A  1 1  1  X    wJL                \J  WUlVUd— —  —  —  —  —  —  —  i 

Apr. 25  s 

'  38.ui 

38. h  ! 

k9.9  : 

>Apr.2U  i 
,Apr.2U  j 

21.5! 
20.6s 

22.6  i 

'     21.1  ! 

18.1 

i  16.5 

Belgium  (Hasselt )  ! 

Apr. 30  i 

!  73. 5i 

:    7U.5  ! 

72.8  : 

Canada  (Montreal)  s 
1st  grade  creamery — - — -; 

'Apr. 25  ! 

!  65.3^ 

66.6  \ 

65.1*  ! 

Apr. 25  j 

35.9] 

j 

36.2  i 

Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee $  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA, 
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CANADIANS  EATING  LESS  MEAT 

Canadian  per  capita  meat  consumption,  at  133*3  pounds  during  1958, 
was  3  percent  below  1957.    This  decline  was  due  to  lower  beef  and  veal 
consumption,  which  fell  12  percent  during  1958.    Although  pork  output 
increased  12  percent  from  1957  "to  1958,  this  rise  did  not  offset  the  drop 
in  beef  and  veal.     Canned  meat  consumption  increased  slightly. 

Consumption  during  1959  is  expected  to  remain  at  1958  levels,  with 
further  decreases  in  beef  and  veal  consumption  and  increases  in  pork  con- 
sumption.    Little  change  is  expected  in  mutton  and  lamb  consumption,  while 
use  of  canned  meat  will  probably  decline  slightly. 

MEAT:    Canada,  per  capita  consumption, 
 average  1951-55?  annual  1955-58  


Classification               :  1^51 -55 :"  1955  :'    1956  :  1957  :>  1958 

:  Pounds  •  Pounds  ;  Pounds  •  Pounds  :  Pounds 

•  ■  ■  •  • 

Beef  :  61.6  :  69. 1  :    72. 0  :  7^.8  :  6^.8 

Veal  :      7-9  :  8.^  :      8.6  :  9.0  :  8.8 

Mutton  and  lamb  :      2.3  :  2.6  :      2.6  :  2.7  :  2.7 

Pork  :  51.6  :  U9.2  :    J+9.5  :  1+6.2  ■  51. 8 

Canned  l/                                            5^  :  ^.2  ;      k.9  ;  k,6  ;  5.2 

Total  :  128.8  g  133-5  :  137.6  :  137.3  ;  133.3 

Variety  meats  :      5.0  ;  5»3  :      5. 3  :  5.3  :  ^.8 


if  Carcass  weight  equivalent,  not  reported  by  species. 
Source:    Canadian  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

GUATEMALAN  DRY  MILK  IMPORTS  UP; 
DAIRY  CATTLE  IMPORTS  DOWN 

Little  increase  over  1958  output  of  27O  million  pounds  is  expected  in 
Guatemala's  1959  milk  production.    Milk  cow  numbers  decreased  slightly  in 
1958  from  a  year  earlier,  and  Guatemala  City's  6  pasteurizing  plants  are 
operating  at  only  a  little  more  than  half  of  capacity. 

Reduced  interest  in  dairying  is  indicated  by  a  sharp  shift  from  dairy 
cattle  imports  to  dry  milk  imports.    Guatemala  imported  only  70  head  of 
purebred  dairy  cattle  in  1958,  compared  with  306  head  in  1957,  and  761  head 
in  1956.     Some  possible  reasons  for  the  decline  are; 

(l)  The  ceiling  price  for  pasteurized  milk  is  low — equivalent  to  less  than 
20  cents  per  quart,  in  Guatemala  City.     Pasteurizers  can  buy  raw  milk  for 
about  13  cents  per  quart  from  small  producers,  which  is  less  than  the  price 
to  larger  dairy  farmers  who  have  better  cattle,  and  better  feeding,  breed- 
ing and  management  practices. 
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(2)  Dairymen  are  somewhat  concerned  over  possible  competition  from  a 
new  powdered  milk  plant  to  be  operated  in  Asuncion  Mita. 

(3)  Most  large  dairymen  are  also  coffee  or  cotton  producers.    As  their 
purchasing  power  has  suffered  from  a  drop  in  cotton  and  coffee  prices,  they 
have  discontinued  their  imports  of  purebred  cattle. 

(k)    Some  of  the  dairy  cattle  market  has  been  taken  by  sales  of  up-bred 
native  cattle. 

(5)    Many  farmers  believe  beef  cattle  production  offers  a  better  finan- 
cial future  than  dairying. 

Among  imported  dairy  products,  duty-free  dry  milks  showed  the  only 
significant  increase  in  1958,  amounting  to  3»2  million  gross  pounds,  compared 
with  2.6  million  in  1957 •    Denmark  was  the  most  important  supplier,  followed 
by  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  the  Netherlands.    Exports  from  the  United 
States  increased  slightly,  although  retail  prices  for  whole  powdered  U.  S. 
brands  are  50  cents  per  pound  higher  than  Danish  and  Dutch  brands. 

Strengthening  demand  for  milk  in  Guatemala  may  bring  an  increase  in 
powdered  milk  imports,  since  local  dairy  production  will  probably  not  meet 
this  demand. 


TURKISH  10 -YEAR  PROGRAM  CALLS 
FOR  LARGER  MILK  OUTPUT 

Through  a  10-year  program,  Turkey  hopes  to  boost  annual  milk  production 
to  11.9  billion  pounds  by  1968,  about  double  1958  production.    To  obtain  this 
increase,  the  dairy  industry  must  overcome  2  obstacles: 

Shortage  of  feed.    Pastures  are  not  generally  suited  for 
expansion  of  dairy  production.    Any  appreciable  production  increase 
in  the  Ankara  area,  for  example,  will  be  difficult  without  more 
irrigation.    Supplemental  concentrate  feed  supplies  are  now  limited. 
Turkey  exports  about  100,000  tons  of  oil  cake  annually,  and  also  ex- 
ports feed  grains  when  crops  are  good. 
\ 

High  cost  of  production.    Producers  near  Ankara  receive  the 
equivalent  of  about  $3.17  per  hundredweight  for  cow's  milk.    An  ex- 
tra 17.6  cents  per  hundredweight  is  paid  to  suppliers  if  the  milk 
is  "clean"  and  has  a  minimum  fat  content  of  3'0  percent.  The 
Eskisiher  area  supplies  about  one-half  of  the  milk  consumed  in 
Ankara;  producer  prices  there  are  about  $2.38  per  hundreweight . 
Eskisiher  is  at  some  distance  from  Ankara,  however,  and  its  own 
needs  will  be  increasing.    Sharp  seasonal  shortages  and  excessive 
plant  capacity  add  to  production  and  marketing  costs.  (Continued 
on  following  page) 
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Ceiling  prices  are  in  effect  for  most  dairy  products,  and  upward 
adjustments  have  been  made  periodically.    However ,  production  costs  have 
risen  faster  than  ceiling  prices.    Ceiling  prices  for  pasteurized  cow's 
milk  are  equivalent  to  about  12.7  cents  per  quart,  wholesale;  13«9  cents 
per  quart,  retail. 

Unless  pasture  problems  and  feed  shortages  can  be  overcome  and  pro- 
ducers '  net  returns  increased,  it  will  be  difficult  for  Turkey  to  meet  its 
1968  goal. 

WEST  GERMANY 'S  1959 
GRAIN  PROSPECTS  GOOD 

West  Germany's  1959  grain  crop  is  expected  to  be  as  large  or  probably 
larger  than  the  very  good  1958  crop.    Grain  acreage  shows  some  gain  over 
last  year  and  there  was  relatively  little  winterkill. 

Wheat  acreage  is  estimated  at  3 > 323^000  acres,  about  3  percent  larger 
than  in  1958.    Some  shift  from  rye  to  wheat  and  feed  grains  is  indicated, 
with  rye  acreage  down  about  6  percent.    Rye  acreage  this  year  is  placed 
at  3^^-60,000  acres,  compared  with  3^688,000  last  year. 

GREECE  EXPECTS  RECORD 
WHEAT  HARVEST 

The  1959  wheat  acreage  in  Greece  is  the  largest  on  record,  accord- 
ing to  revised  official  estimates.    Condition  of  the  growing  crop  was  very 
satisfactory  at  the  end  of  April,  and  if  weather  conditions  are  normal, 
yields  should  be  about  the  same  as  the  record  yields  in  195$  • 

Production,  therefore,  is  forecast  at  about  66  million  bushels,  which 
is  nominally  above  the  record  outturn  last  year.    The  large  harvest  a  year 
ago  provided  a  surplus  over  domestic  needs,  and  Greece  is  now  a  net  exporter 
for  the  first  time.    Gross  exports  for  the  current  season  are  estimated  at 
5.5  million  bushels,  one-third  of  which  has  been  booked  to  Brazil  through 
private  trade  channels.    The  remainder  is  expected  to  go  to  continental 
Europe  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

WEST  GERMAN  RICE  BIDS  OPENED 
UNDER  NEW  STOCKPILING  PROGRAM 

On  May  5;  "the  West  German  Import  and  Storage  Agency  invited  tenders 
for  rice  under  a  new  stockpiling  program.    The  agency  plans  to  buy  milled 
rice  from  German  mills.    The  tender  is  open  for  rice  originating  in  any 
country  except  the  "east  block" . 

The  rice  must  be  from  the  1958  crop.    The  fact  that  the  rice  must  be 
delivered  by  June  15  precludes  U.  S.  imports,  since  German  rice  mills  could 
not  procure  and  process  U.  S.  brown  rice  by  that  date.    The  5; 000  metric 
tons  to  be  stored  under  the  present  program  will  probably  be  of  Italian  origin. 
Further  tenders  may  follow  in  order  to  raise  stocks  to  a  required  level. 
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CUBA  AUTHORIZES  SUPPLEMENTARY 
RICE  QUOTA 

Cuba  has  authorized  a  supplementary  low-duty  quota  of  507,550  hags  of 
milled  rice  to  be  shipped  before  June  30.    The  1958-59  (July- June)  quota 
is  now  ^,56^,030  bags.    It  is  understood  the  amount  of  the  additional  quota 
has  already  been  purchased. 

FLOODS  REDUCE  ARGENTINE 
RICE  CROP  ONE -HALF 

Unusually  heavy  rains  by  May  15  had  reduced  Argentina's  1958-59  rice 
crop  by  roughly  one-half.    Losses  could  be  even  greater,  depending  on  the 
extent  of  rainfall  that  followed.    The  crop  usually  is  harvested  from  March 
to  June. 

The  Argentine  rice  trade  has  asked  the  government  to  import  30,000  to 
50,000  metric  tons  of  rough  rice.    But  the  cooperatives  say  that  rice  is 
sufficient  for  domestic  needs,  and  have  asked  the  government  not  to  import 
rice.    At  least  30,000  tons  may  be  imported. 

Argentina's  1958-59  crop  is  tentatively  estimated  at  around  110,000 
metric  tons  of  rough  rice,  compared  with  the  record  1957-58  crop  of  217,000 
tons.    Planted  acreage,  at  166,000  acres,  was  2.9  percent  larger  than  the 
previous  record  of  163,000  acres  in  1957-58. 


ROUGH  RICE:    Argentine  supply  and  distribution, 
1957-58  to  1959-60 


Supply  and  distribution 

• 

:  1957-58 

:  1958-59 

:  1959-60 

•  « 

•  t 

:  Metric 
:  tons 

Metric 
tons 

Metric 
;  tons 

• 

:  l6,Qkk 
:  216,600 

:  15,8^9 
:  110,000 

1/ 

!  2^.m 

16,8^ 

;  197,685 
:  19,910 
-  15,8^9 

:  125,8^9 

• 

. ..:  197,600 

:  233, 

:  125,8^9 

1/  Rice  traders  have  requested  imports  of  30,000  to  50,000  tons. 
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INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS  UP 
IN  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  YEAR 

Indonesian  registered  copra  exports  of  31>500  gross  long  tons  in  January- 
March  were  double  those  in  the  first  quarter  of  1958 •    March  shipments  were 
16,207  tons. 

While  registered  exports  increased,  total  exports,  including  unrecorded 
shipments,  in  the  January-March  1959  period  dropped  by  kO  to  50  percent  from 
total  shipments  during  the  comparable  period  1958*    It  is  estimated  that  total 
shipments  during  January -March  1958  averaged  between  U0,000  and  50,000  tons 
monthly,  most  of  which  left  East  Indonesia  during  the  rebellion  and  remained 
unrecorded  for  the  year.    Unrecorded  shipments  this  year  appear  to  have  aver- 
aged no  more  than  15,000  tons  per  month  for  the  first  3  months  of  1959*  Added 
to  registered  shipments,  this  would  make  total  monthly  exports  about  25,000 
tons  monthly.    Since  exports  from  Indonesia  have  been  banned  retroactively  to 
March  lhf  1959 >  it  is  expected  that  monthly  shipments  from  April  1  will  be  only 
those  not  recorded. 

Copra  cake  exports  in  March  were  1,^-77  long  tons.    February  shipments  are 
revised  to  17,709  tons,  bringing  the  January-March  total  to  19,186  tons.  This 
is  a  decline  of  one-fourth  from  January -March  1958. 

Palm  kernel  exports  in  March  were  9*095  gross  short  tons.  Cumulative 
shipments  in  the  first  quarter  of  1959  totaled  12, 83^  tons,  an  increase  of 
three-fourths  from  the  same  period  in  1958. 

Palm  oil  shipments  in  March,  at  2,235  short  tons,  brought  the  quarterly 
total  to  17,899  tons.    This  was  about  one-fifth  below  shipments  in  January- 
March  1958. 

MALAYAN  1958  PALM  OIL,  PALM 
KERNEL  EXPORTS  UP  ONE-THIRD 

Malayan  exports  of  palm  oil  in  1958  were  about  one-third  above  those  of 
195T«    Palm  kernel  shipments  also  increased  about  one-third. 

Palm  oil  exports  to  Europe  and  Canada  were  up  k^>  percent  and  67  percent, 
respectively,  while  shipments  to  other  Asian  countries  were  off  slightly. 

Palm  kernel  exports  to  Europe  were  down  one-third,  while  those  to  Japan 
were  nearly  double  1957  shipments. 

As  of  April  1,  1959 }  the  Governments  of  Singapore  and  the  Federation  of 
Malaya  have  required  the  licensing  of  all  exports,  including  re-exports  of 
palm  oil,  seeds,  and  kernels.    The  purpose  of  this  regulation  is  to  prevent 
the  reexporting  of  imported  palm  products  under  Malayan  certificates  of  origin. 
This  practice  had  endangered  the  reputation  of  genuine  Malayan  palm  products. 
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PALM  OIL  AND  PALM  KERNELS:    Malaya,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1935-39,  annual  1957  and  1958 


Palm  oil 


Continent  and 
country  of  destination 


: Average 


: 1935-39 


1957 


1958  1/ 


Palm  kernels 


Average 
1935-39 


1957 


1958  1/ 


:  Short 
:  tons_ 

North  America:  : 

Canada  :  17,977 

United  States  :  608 


Total....  :  18,585 

Europe:  : 

Denmark  :   

France  : 

Germany,  VJest .........: 

Greece  : 

Italy  : 

Netherlands  : 


U3 


6 
h 


United  Kingdom  :  23,270 


Total  ...:  23,323 


Africa, 


915 


908 


Asia:  : 

India.  : 

Iraq  : 

Japan  :  922 

Philippines  :  2U5 

Other  :  531 

Total  1  2,606 

Oceania.  : 


52 


Unspecified, 


1,879 


Short 
tons 

11,27U 


Short 
tons 

18,839 


Short 
tons 


Short 
tons 


Short 
tons 


11,27U 


18,839 


19U 
32,387 


U3 

H7,3M 


226 

1,1*10 

13U 
1,301 
2,115 
2,897 


728 
571 
56 
1,032 

3,960 
2,078 


l,!OU 
168 
1\6 

1,128 

56 
2,iH5 


32,581 


¥7,187 


8708"g 


T7676" 


.866 


23,03U 
113 

U57 
U2 


17,163 
3,136 
1,1*85 
102 
3U1 


U6 


9,767 


23,6U6 


18,122 
2/  808 


22,227 


97767 


18,930 


Grand  total  :  1;7,360  t  67,50li:  89,121;:  8,132:18,192 


2li,  606 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  565  tons  to  Mainland  China  and  2U3  tons  to  Hong 
Kong, 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


FRANCE  LIBERALIZES  IMPORTS 
OF  SUMMER  ORANGES 

On  May  26,  France  liberalized  imports  of  summer  oranges  from  all 
sources  other  than  countries  belonging  to  the  Organization  for  European 
Economic  Cooperation  (OEEC)  from  June  15  to  September  30. 

Fruit  must  be  shipped  direct  to  a  French  port,  sold  at  auction,  and 
not  artificially  colored. 


18 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  78,  No.  22 


IRELAND  IMPORTS 
MORE  WHEAT 

Because  of  its  poor  1958  harvest,  Ireland  has  been  importing  more 
wheat  in  1958-59*     Its  imports  during  the  first  8  months  ( July -February ) 
totaled  8.7  million  bushels,  compared  with  2.1  million  during  the  com- 
parable period  of  1957-58. 

Canada  is  Ireland's  principal  supplier,  and  prior  to  this  season 
the  United  States  and  Australia  have  furnished  the  balance  of  the 
country's  wheat  imports.    During  July -February  this  season,  Canada  furn- 
ished ^5  percent  of  Ireland's  wheat  imports,  Argentina  about  23  percent, 
Australia  23  percent,  and  the  United  States  about  9  percent. 

Ireland's  wheat  imports  during  July-June  1957-58  were  about  38  per- 
cent below  the  5  million  bushels  imported  in  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
Imports  in  1958-59  may  reach  10  million  bushels,  the  largest  amount 
since  1951-52,  when  10. 7  million  bushels  were  imported. 

FINLAND'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
DOWN;  IMPORTS  UNCHANGED 

Finland's  cotton  consumption  of  38,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in 
the  first  7  months  (August -February)  of  the  current  season  was  down  lh 
percent  from  UU,000  bales  used  in  the  same  months  a  year  earlier. 

The  lower  consumption  reflects  slower  sales  of  cotton  goods  earlier 
this  season.    However,  sales  increased  slightly  during  January  and 
February,  indicating  some  improvement  in  the  textile  situation.  Total 
consumption  this  season  probably  will  be  close  to  the  1957-58  level  of 
66,000  bales. 

U.  S.  cotton  accounted  for  roughly  one-third  of  total  consumption 
during  August-February,  while  most  of  the  balance  was  Russian  cotton. 

Cotton  imports  into  Finland  during  August -February,  at  1+0,000  bales, 
were  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    Most  of  Finland's  imports  come  from 
the  U.S.S.R.  and  the  United  States.    Approximately  ^0,000  bales  of 
Russian  cotton  are  obtained  annually  under  a  trade  agreement,  and  U.  S. 
cotton  is  purchased  under  Public  Law  kQO  agreements. 

Imports  from  the  U.S.S.R.  during  August -February  were  23^000  bales-- 
unchanged  from  last  season.     Imports  from  the  United  States  were  lU,000 
bales,  compared  with  15,000  in  August-February  1957-58.    Small  quantities 
were  also  imported  from  Mexico,  Egypt,  and  Greece. 

As  a  result  of  the  arrival  of  relatively  large  shipments  of  U.  S.  and 
Russian  cotton  last  fall,  stocks  on  January  31j  1959 >  had  increased  to 
29,000  bales,  compared  with  beginning  stocks  of  21,000  bales. 
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U.  S.  SHARE  OF  WEST  GERMAN 
COTTON  IMPORT  MARKET  DOWN 

The  U.  S.  share  of  the  West  German  cotton  import  market  declined  to 
19  percent  during  August -February  of  the  current  season,  amounting  to 
128,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross).    In  the  corresponding  months  of  last 
season,  U.  S.  cotton  accounted  for  U80,000  bales,  or  ^>h  percent  of  the 
total. 

The  sharply  reduced  imports  from  the  United  States  were  partly  off- 
set by  larger  imports  from  practically  all  other  major  suppliers.  The 
shift  away  from  U.  S.  cotton  reflected  the  price  advantages  of  most  foreign 
growths  during  the  period  under  review. 

Cotton  imports  from  al}.  sources  during  August -February  totaled 
669,000  bales --down  25  percent  from  the  888,000  bales  imported  in  the  same 
months  a  year  earlier.    Principal  sources  of  the  August-February  1958-59 
imports,  with  comparable  1957-58  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  Mexico 
170,000  bales  (120,000) j  United  States  128,000  (^80,000);  British  East 
Africa  96,000  (59,000);  Peru  61,000  (38,000);  Nicaragua  33,000  ( 16,000); 
Turkey  27,000  (21,000);  Egypt  25,000  (2^,000);  Belgian  Congo  2^,000  (9,000); 
U.S.S.R.  2*+, 000  (25,000);  and  Brazil  19,000  (12,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  West  Germany  in  August-February,  at  an  estimated 
810,000  bales,  was  8  percent  below  the  878,000  bales  used  a  year  earlier. 
Most  of  the  decline  was  in  the  second  quarter  (November -January)  of  this 
season,  when  spinners  curtailed  production  in  an  effort  to  reduce  accumu- 
lated stocks  of  finished  goods.    The  textile  situation  in  West  Germany  has 
improved  somewhat  since  February. 

U.  S.  cotton  accounted  for  220,000  bales,  or  39  percent  of  consump- 
tion during  August-December  of  this  season,  in  contrast  to  379;000  bales, 
or  79  percent  of  the  total,  in  the  same  period  last  season. 

Cotton  stocks  held  by  mills  had  declined  to  318,000  bales  by  January 
31,  1959*    Beginning  stocks  on  August  1  were  ^00,000  bales.    The  decline 
resulted  from  mills  limiting  their  purchases  to  immediate  needs  during 
this  period  while  prices  generally  were  on  a  downtrend. 

Prices  for  most  growths  and  qualities  have  strengthened  on  the  Bremen 
market  in  recent  weeks  as  mills  are  buying  to  cover  requirements  for  the 
rest  of  this  season.    Prices  for  most  growths  are  expected  to  continue 
firmer  in  the  near  future  because  there  are  indications  that  cotton  sup- 
plies in  some  producing  countries  may  be  depleted  before  1959-60  crops 
become  available,  and  that  there  will  be  some  reduction  in  foreign  Free 
World  production  next  season.    Also,  the  volume  of  mill  contracts  for 
forward  deliveries  is  relatively  small.     (Continued  on  following  page) 
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COTTON:    C.i.f.  prices  at  Bremen,  prompt  shipment ,  U.  S. 
and  comparable  foreign  growths,  May  21,  1959 


\  \  Comparable  ,         Price  per  pound 

Country  Quality     *        U.  S.       \  :  

;  ;    quality      j      Foreign    :.       U.  S. 


:  :  :  Cents  :  Cents 

•  •  •  • 

*  •  •  • 

Uganda  :  BP  52  GM  :  GM  1-1/8"  :  35. 00  :  35.30 

:  1-1/8"  :  :  : 

Mexico  :  SM  1-1/16"  :  SM  l-l/l6"  :  28.95  :  32. 60 

Nicaragua  :  SM  l-l/l6"  :  SM  l-l/l6"  :  27.^0  :  32.60 

Syria  :  M  1-1/32"  :  M  1-1/32"  :  27.65  :  29. 90 

Turkey  (Adana)  ;  M  1-1/32"  :  M  1-1/32"  :  27.30  :  29. 90 


TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  UP  IN  FEBRUARY 

Mexico's  transshipments  of  cotton  through  U.  S.  ports  during  February 
1959  were  69,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  up  13  percent  from  transship- 
ments of  61,000  bales  in  January,  and  well  above  the  ^7,000  bales  in  Febru- 
ary 1958.    The  U.  S.  ports  through  which  most  of  the  February  1959  trans- 
shipments moved  were:    Brownsville  33,000  bales;  San  Diego  25,000;  Los 
Angeles  5,000;  Long  Beach  3,000;  and  Houston  2,000. 

Transshipments  in  August -February  195^-59  were  552,000  bales,  (586,000 
bales  a  year  earlier).    Principal  destinations  this  season,  with  comparable 
1957-58  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany  12^,000  bales  (113,000); 
Italy  80,000  (28,000);  United  Kingdom  73,000  (86,000);  Belgium  5^,000 
(71,000);  Japan  53,000  (132,000);  Netherlands  31,000  (79,000);  Australia 
23,000  (11,000);  and  Switzerland  19,000  (20,000). 

PERU  EXPECTS  LARGE  SUPPLIES 
OF  EDIBLE  FATS  AND  OILS 

Peruvian  imports  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  1959  are  forecast  at  2^-, 000 
short  tons,  up  k  percent  from  1958. 

Imports  this  year  are  expected  to  include  16,500  tons  of  lard,  3,300 
tons  of  cottonseed  oil,  3,200  tons  of  butter,  and  around  1,000  tons  of  other 
edible  fats  and  oils.    Imports  in  1958  were  17,000  tons  of  lard,  3,150  tons 
of  butter,  1,900  tons  of  cottonseed  oil,  and  950  tons  of  other  edible  fats 
and  oils. 

The  3,300  tons  of  cottonseed  oil  included  in  1959  imports  were  delivered 
early  this  year  as  the  balance  of  a  k, ^00-ton  purchase  from  Argentina  con- 
tracted for  the  last  half  of  1958  but  not  all  delivered  last  year. 
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Production  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  1959  is  expected  to  be  about  5 
percent  above  1958,  with  most  of  the  increase  in  cottonseed  oil. 

Output  of  edible  fats  and  oils  is  gradually  increasing,  but  not  fast 
enough  to  maintain  consumption  needs  of  the  growing  population.    In  1958, 
domestic  production  supplied  60  percent  of  requirements,  compared  with  an 
average  of  63  percent  in  the  i+-year  period  1955-58.  Annual  per  capita  con- 
sumption of  edible  fats  and  oils  has  been  about  13  pounds  in  recent  years. 


EDIBLE  FATS  AND  OILS :    Peru,  supply  and  distribution, 
annual  1957-58,  forecast  1959  


Supply  and  distribution       \         1957  \ 

1958  1/  j 

1959  2/ 

•  1,000  ; 

•  short  tons  : 

1,000  ; 

short  tons  : 

h.2  '• 

35.3  : 
23.0 

1,000 
short  tons 

3.9 

:  37.0 
2^.0 

:  62.5 

6U.9 

:  0 
:  58.6 
:  3-9 

:  0 
t  59-9 
:  5.0 

Total  distribution  :  63.2 

:  62.5 

!  6U.9 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Forecast.  3/  Approximately  80  percent  cottonseed 
oil,  12  percent  lard  and  8  percent  butter,  kj  Includes  butter  and  mar- 
garine imported  on  a  product  weight  basis. 


Compiled  from  official  and  other  sources. 

PAKISTAN  EASES  BAN  ON  COTTONSEED  CAKE 

On  April  30,  Pakistan  removed  the  export  ban  on  oilcake  made  wholly 
from  decorticated  cottonseed.    The  ban  on  other  cottonseed  oilcake  re- 
mains in  effect. 

UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA'S  PEANUT 
SUPPLIES — -CORRECTION 

In  the  peanut  supply  and  distribution  table  for  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  April  27,  1959,  footnote  5/  referred 
to  6,222  tons  "exported  as  oil".  It  should  have  stated  that  these  peanuts 
were  sold  for  domestic  crushing  with  the  stipulation  that  the  oil  would  be 
exported.  Total  peanut  oil  exports  were  equivalent  to  i+7,0lU  tons  of  peanuts. 

This  has  necessitated  revision  of  the  table  as  follows: 
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PEANUTS  (Shelled) :    Union  of  South  Africa,  supply  and  distribution, 
1957-59,  marketing  year  beginning  July  1 


Item 


1957-58  1/     :    1958-59  2/ 


1959-60  3/ 


Supply: 

Opening  stocks,  July  1., 

Production  4/  , 

Total  supply  , 

Distribution: 
Exports : 

Edible  , 

Crushing  , 

Oil  (peanut  equivalent), 

Total  exports  

Consumption  , 

Ending  stocks,  June  30.... 

Total  distribution, 


Short  tons 

3,730 
127,428 
-I31A58 


Short  tons 

8,268 
97,600 


105, 


23,520 
11,556 
47,014 
82,090 


21,000 
7,000 
38,000 


66,000 


4o,t>oo 

8,268 
131,158 


39,868 


105 


Short  tons 


145,000 


145,000 


20,000 

44,000 
45,000 


109,000 


36,000 
145,000 


l/  Revised.  2/  Estimated.  3/  Forecast.  4/  Production  from  the  previous 
year's  crop,  generally  harvested  prior  to  July  1. 

GUATEMALA'S  I958  FATS  AND  OILS  SUPPLY  UP; 
SLIGHT  FURTHER  RISE  EXPECTED 


Guatemala's  fats  and  oils  supplies  rose  in  1958,  mainly  because  of  an  esti- 
mated increase  of  one-fourth  in  cottonseed  output.    Sesame  seed  production  also 
increased.    Although  many  thousand  tons  of  corozo  nuts  were  available  for  harvest 
in  1958,  production  at  around  3,550  tons  was  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
(No  official  information  on  corozo  is  available.)    No  peanuts  are  crushed  in 
Guatemala.    The  entire  crop  is  used  by  confectioners  or  sold  directly  as  roasted 
nuts. 

Production  of  cottonseed,  sesame  seed,  and  peanuts  is  expected  to  increase 
slightly  in  1959*    No  significant  change  is  forecast  for  tallow  and  lard  production 

Per  capita  consumption  of  fat  as  such  in  Guatemala  is  very  low.  However, 
there  are  sources  of  invisible  fats  which  increase  per  capita  consumption  signifi- 
cantly.   Probably  the  major  additional  source  of  fat  in  the  diet  is  avocados. 

The  Netherlands  continued  to  dominate  the  lard  import  market  in  1958  because 
of  the  price  factor.    Larger  arrivals  of  U.  S.  lard  can  be  expected  now  that 
prices  have  declined  somewhat.    Tallow  imports  in  1958,  mainly  from  the  United 
States,  set  a  record.    Margarine  imports  from  the  United  States  are  expected  to 
decrease,  while  those  from  El  Salvador  should  increase  significantly.    By  a 
franchise  operation,  a  U.  S.  brand  of  margarine  is  now  made  in  El  Salvador  and 
is  granted  a  preferential  duty  by  Guatemala. 
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OILSEEDS  AND  ANIMAL  FATS:    Guatemala,  production  1953-58 


Year 

[Cottonseed 

(Sesame  seed 

Peanuts 

Tallow 

Lard 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

'Short  tons  • 

■Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

1953  : 

195U  ! 

1955  ' 

1956  s 

1957  i 

1958  2/  s 

.    10, 701  : 
i    13,968  : 
:    16,7U7  s 
17,985  : 
•    23,823  s 
:    30,U2U  s 

552  i 

f          611  ! 

'■  1  : 

608  : 

:       1*26  : 
U60  j 

:  Hi,  ; 

507  : 

3,205  : 
i  3,517 
:  3,198 
:  3,3U3 
!  3,U32 

3,285 

3,776 
:  U,1U0 
t  U,398 
i  3,U7U 
:  3,5U3 

3,5U9 

1/  Not  available.    2j  Preliminary  estimate. 


FATS,  OILS,  AND  OILSEEDS:    Guatemala,  trade  1956-58 


Commodity 
and  country 

|1956  *1957 

;i958 

!  Commodity 
t    and  country 

|l956  -1957 

;i958 

IMPORTS 

Margarine: 

United  States . . . 

i Short: Short 
:tons  :tons 

:  Short 
ttons 

!  EXPORTS 

!    Sesame  seed:  : 
!       Venezuela. . : 

: Short: Short 
ttons  :tons 

: Short 
:tons 

i  * 
• 

:    317:  U05 
:      17:  15 

\  U26 
!  U2 

• 

38:  395 
0:  0 

212:  0 

0:  23 

:  0 
:  377 
0 

:  21 

:    33U:  U20 

■  U68< 

I        Costa  Rica.: 

Lard:  : 
United  States...' 

• 

;5, 698:2,189: 
:  738:3,380i 
0:  10j 

:2,27o' 

'3,705: 
i  99: 

t  Total.: 
Cottonseed:  : 

250:  Ul» 

i  m 

3,U59il,H8< 
1,095:  56U- 
561:  76' 
36:  805 

:l,UiO 
:  0 

:  1 
10U 

•6,U36:5,579' 

■6,07U- 

Tallow:  ! 
United  States. . . : 

-  3, 868: ks 102: 
25U:  hi' 

•6,039- 
'  U69: 

El  Salvador: 

Total.! 

5,151:2,563: 

i,5U5 

61:      77:  0: 

• 

Ii,l83:U,226:6,508: 

Direccion  General  de  Estadistica 


CANADA  REDUCES  SOYBEAN 
SUPPORT  PRICE 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  on  May  21  that  1959- 
crop  Ontario  soybeans  would  be  supported  at  $2.00  per  bushel  (about  U.S. 
$2.09)  for  No.  2  grade  or  better.    This  is  87  percent  of  the  10  -year  aver- 
age price  and  10  cents  per  bushel  below  the  1958 -crop  support  price. 

The  Ontario  Soybean  Growers  asked  a  month  ago  for  a  1959  support  of 
$2.59.    They  reported  that  they  received  an  average  price  of  $1-89  per 
bushel  for  their  1958  crop.     ^Continued  on  following  page) 
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The  deficiency  payment  for  1958-crop  beans  is  not  expected  before  mid- 
summer, after  farmers  have  sold  their  entire  crop.    An  average  deficiency 
payment  of  21  cents  per  bushel  on  about  6  million  bushels  of  beans  sold  will 
cost  the  government  about  $1.2  million. 

Because  planting  weather  has  been  favorable  in  Ontario,  many  observers 
believe  that  soybean  acreage  will  equal  that  of  1958. 

-  2h  - 


